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Abstract: 

By referring to Judith Butler’s idea of regulative discourse and heterosexual matrix, this presentation investigates me-
dia representations of two transgender Singaporeans who appeared in newspaper in recent years. Mr. Z is a pre-
operational transman who was arrested for sexual assault against an underage girl in Singapore. Ms E is a pre-
operational transwoman who was granted political asylum in the UK so that she could avoid compulsory military ser-
vice as a man in Singapore. Regulative discourse patrols the ‘sexual ordering of gender’ by advocating heteronorma-
tive possibilities of gender, sex, and sexuality. Due to the fact that transgender individuals do not conform to these 
possibilities, they are deemed non-normative within this essencialized structure. Our analysis shows how regulative 
discourse influences the ways in which newspapers report on Mr. Z and Ms E, which in turn reaffirm the regulative 
discourse in Singaporean society.  


